[A technique for removal of entrapped intra-aortic balloon catheter through the left axillary artery].
A case of intra-aortic balloon pumping (IABP) entrapment in which the ruptured catheter could be removed through the left axillary artery was reported. A 68-year-old man was admitted with persistent chest pain, and because of his poor cardiac condition, an IAB catheter was inserted by the Seldinger technique. During attempted extraction of the IAB catheter resistance was encountered and it turned out to be entrapped. Then a guide-wire was passed through the IAB lumen to the left axillary artery, the artery was exposed, and the tip of the guide-wire and IAB catheter were led to the arteriotomy site. After the balloon was dissected, the IAB catheter could be removed through the axillary artery. Finally, left femoro-left branchial artery bypass was performed with e-PTFE graft because of the arterial injury and ischemia of the involved arm. The patient recovered from this episode.